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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an appearance 
examination device for cigarettes or the like which is 
capable of quick and sure examination. 
SOLUTION: An appearance examination device 10 which 
continuously examines plural cigarettes T having seam 
parts is provided with a rotation driving mechanism 32 
which successively carries cigarettes T to an inspection 
position IP and rotates cigarettes T in the inspection 
position IP. The outer peripheral surface of a cigarette T 
rotating in the inspection position IP is photographed by 
a camera 52 sectionally as many line pictures in the 
lengthwise direction. A control part 54 arranged line 
pictures in a direction orthogonal to the lengthwise 
direction to obtain a picture image representing the 
whole of the outer peripheral surface of the cigarette T, 
thus discriminating whether the cigarette T is good or 
not. The control part 54 excludes a signal corresponding 
to the seam part to form a signal for discrimination on 
the basis of the change rate of the signal indicating the 

multi-level density of the picture image and compares this formed signal with a preliminarily set 
lightness threshold to discriminate whether the cigarette T is good or not. 
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te«&A©ifflft Cftipflft) 4:«|fcaE#©Hft OftffiB 

T*«B$h&«ftffiBftfc**»&, «^S#«^fi<i:*iJ^ 
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